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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



International application No. 
PCT/AU00/00937 



3. 



5. 



Basis of the report 



X the claims, 



X the drawings, 



With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
| | the international application as originally filed. 

[x] the description, pages 1-20, as originally filed, 

pages , filed with the demand, 

pages , received on with the letter of 

pages 21-29, as originally filed, 

pages , as amended (together with any statement) under Article 19, 

pages , filed with the demand, 

pages , received on with the letter of 
figures 1-7, as originally filed, 

pages , filed with the demand, 
fError! Bookmark not defined. 
| | the sequence listing part of the description: 

pages , as originally filed 

pages , filed with the demand 

pages , received on with the letter of 

With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the language in 
which the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 
Thes e elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language which is: 
| [ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23. 1(b)). 

| | the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

| | the language of the translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2 
and/or 55.3). -_. 

With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international 
preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 
| [ contained in the international application in written form. 

| | filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

| [ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

| | furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

| | The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
international application as filed has been furnished. 

| | The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has 
been furnished 

| [ The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

| | the description, pages 

| | the claims, Nos. 

| | the drawings, sheets/fig. 

| | This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to 
go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** 



Replacement sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this 
report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70.16 and 70.17). 

Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this report 
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V. 


Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; citations 
and explanations supporting such statement 


1. 


Statement 






Novelty (N) claims 1-49 


YES 




Claims 


NO 




Inventive step (IS) Claims 1-49 


YES 




Claims 


NO 




Industrial applicability (IA) Claims 1-49 


YES 




Claims 


NO 


2. 


Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7) 




Dl 


US 5931912 (Wu et al.) 3 August 1999 




D2 


US 5796952 (Davis et al.) 18 August 1998 




D3 


WO 98/26529 (Nielsen Media Research Inc.) 18 June 1998 




D4 


New Citation 

"Analysing Web Site Traffic" A Sane Solutions White Paper ©1999 
URL http://wvvw.sane.com/pro 






Note: other versions of the white paper exist corresponding to the NetTracker versions 3.5 S 4X,5X, ... 




Noveltv 






All citations relate to internet usage monitoring. Citations Dl and D2 relate to monitoring of usage statistics 
(particularly for internet clients). Citations D1,D2 do not teach how to combine usage statistics (or data) from 
a variety of resources. D3 is the closest prior art identified in the search that has a publication date, which is 
clearly before the priority date of the present application (as required under PCT Rules). D3 does disclose 
producing statistics about internet usage from a variety of different sources. D3 does not explicitly teach the 
combination (or fusion) of these multiple data sources into a single data source which is then made available to 
interested parties. The claims are therefore novel in light of Dl to D3. 




Inventive Step 






After careful consideration of the Inventive Step (IS) requirements it is my opinion that the claims satisfy IS 
requirements of the PCT in light of D3, because D3 is wholly silent on how to combine or fuse different 
internet usage data sources into a single source of data and make it available to interested parties. Similarly, it 
was not common general knowledge to fuse data from various internet usage data sources at the priority date. 
Other citations do not teach this fusion and therefore the claims satisfy IS in light of any obvious combinations 
of the listed documents. 




Citation D4 (regarding NetTracker Enterprise versions 3.5, 4.0, 5.0 etc.) does appear to disclose the "fusion" of 
a variety of internet usage data sources. This document has not been proven to have a publication date, which 
is clearly before the priority date of this application and so can not be used under PCT rules. This new citation 
is provided purely for information purposes, and may be relevant depending on variations in National Laws. 
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